
R E B E C C A  S H A N A H A N   
 
C V  
 
Born Aotearoa (New Zealand) 
Live and work on unceded Darug and Gundungurra land (Australia) 
 
 
 
s e l e c t e d  s o l o  e x h i b i t i o n s       
2024- Meanwhile Palestine Instagram series @rkshanahan 
2022 the invisible hand | Schmick Contemporary  
2020 Action for Arachne | Airspace Projects 
2017 Home Security | Airspace Projects  
2015 Open for Maintenance II + We Are Still Alive II | Verge Gallery, Sydney  
 Open for Maintenance|We Are Still Alive | SCA Galleries, Sydney College of the Arts 
2014 I Had But Couldn’t Keep in Dead Air | MOP Projects, Sydney and Substation Centre 

for Art and Culture, Newport VIC  
2012 Small Hours in Homelands | UTS Gallery, Sydney and Kings Artist Run Initiative, 

Melbourne VIC 
2006 Near Breath Stills Gallery, Sydney | Tim Nees Gallery, New Zealand 
 
s e l e c t e d  g r o u p  e x h i b i t i o n s     
2018 Accumulations | HDR Exhibition | SCA Galleries 
2017 Playlist Yellow House Gallery, Sydney, curator Gemma Avery 

Curtain Call Stills Gallery, Sydney 
2015 Fremantle Arts Centre Print Award Fremantle Arts Centre, WA (Highly Commended) 
2013 The Nightwatch Incinerator Gallery, Moonee Ponds VIC, curator Richard Ennis 
 William and Winifred Bowness Photography Prize (finalist) Monash Gallery of Art VIC 
2011 Still Motion Goat Farm Arts Center, Atlanta, USA  
 Olive Cotton Award (finalist) Tweed River Art Gallery NSW 
 I Am What I Play Cell Block Theatre, Sydney (Sydney Fringe Festival) 
2009 William and Winifred Bowness Photography Prize (finalist) Monash Gallery of Art VIC 
2008 Contemporary Landscapes in Photography Award (finalist) Perth Centre for 

Photography WA 
Muswellbrook Photographic Award (finalist) Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre NSW 

 
a c t i o n s  
2019     Reparations Mending and reading workshop, Frontyard, Marrickville 19 May 
2018 Underpinnings (Trickling) performance | Accumulations SCA Galleries 
2017 Underpinnings performance in Care and Constraint | ES74 Gallery curated by Ivana 
Jovanovic 
 
g r a n t s ,  a w a r d s ,  r e s i d e n c i e s  
2015 Highly commended, Fremantle Arts Centre Print Award 
2014 NSW Artists Grant 
 Hill End Artist Residency 
2004 Highly Commended, Citigroup Private Bank Australian Photographic Portrait Prize 
 
e d u c a t i o n      
2019  PhD | Sydney College of the Arts, University of Sydney 
2001 Master of Fine Arts (by research) | College of Fine Arts, University of NSW 
1992 Graduate Diploma Visual Art (with merit) 
1990 Diploma of Art (Fine Art) National Art School 
 
c o l l e c t i o n s      
Macquarie Bank; San Marino Museum, San Marino 
 
 
 



s e l e c t e d  b i b l i o g r a p h y  
2020 ‘Fabric of life: innovative textile art is ‘smashing’ its way into our art galleries’, Chloë 

Wolifson Sydney Morning Herald 27-28 June 

2012 ‘Dialecturnal’ Christopher Stewart, Interzone catalogue essay  
2010 ‘Look! Contemporary Australian Photography’ Editor Anne Marsh, Macmillan 

Melbourne  
2006 ‘Near Breath’, Kiran Chug Dominion Post (NZ), 8 April  

‘Zero at each end, a world between them: the virtual and the indexical’, Bridie Lonie & 
Dr Jacqueline Millner Zero catalogue essay  

 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e s   
2015–present | Lecturer, UNSW Art & Design  
2016-18 | Writer, Art Guide Australia 
2015-18 | Artist-educator, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
2010–2015 | Lecturer, National Art School 
2002–2010 | Head of Photography Department, National Art School 
 
 
w r i t i n g :  a r t  g u i d e  a u s t r a l i a  
Exploded Textiles 11 October 2019 
‘The Alchemists’ and ‘Weaving the Way’ 9 October 2019 
Blake Griffiths ‘Finding Balance’ 26 September 2019 
Drowning Not Waving 22 August 2019 
Ian Tully Imagines Future Farming On Mars 4 June 2019 
Artists Put Matter Centre Stage in ‘Prima Materia’, 14 May 2019 
Penelope Cain: Interregnum  9 April 2019 
Artists Can’t Help Swearing in ‘Just Not Australian’, 20 February 2019 
Gabrielle de Vietri Discusses Links Between Art and Fossil Fuel 8 February 2019 
Nick Cave: Until 28 November 2018 
Sam Smith on Geological Time and the Impact of Island Landscapes 16 August 2018 
Bush Women: 25 Years On 20 July 2018 
Keg de Souza: Common Knowledge and Learning Curves 6 July 2018 
Pasts and Presences in ‘Not Niwe Not Nieuw Not Neu’ 31 October 2017  
Laughing Out Loud with Mikala Dwyer 6 September 2017 
Artist/Muso  18 May 2017 
Vile Bodies Pictures Art in All Its Gory Glory  18 November 2016 
 
o t h e r  w r i t i n g  
World in a Room, Kath Fries Entanglements catalogue essay, June 2019 
 
 


	REBECCA SHANAHAN
	CV
	Live and work on unceded Darug and Gundungurra land (Australia)
	selected solo exhibitions
	actions
	2019     Reparations Mending and reading workshop, Frontyard, Marrickville 19 May
	2018 Underpinnings (Trickling) performance | Accumulations SCA Galleries
	grants, awards, residencies
	education
	Macquarie Bank; San Marino Museum, San Marino
	2006 ‘Near Breath’, Kiran Chug Dominion Post (NZ), 8 April
	professional roles
	Pasts and Presences in ‘Not Niwe Not Nieuw Not Neu’ 31 October 2017

